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Don’t Be Deceived! - Part 2 Author: Alton Felix

“ 16 And it came to pass, as we went to prayer, a certain damsel possessed with a spirit

of divination met us, which brought her masters much gain by soothsaying:

17 The same followed Paul and us, and cried, saying, These men are the servants of

the most high God, which shew unto us the way of salvation. 18. And this did

she many days.” - Acts 16:16-18.

1. Beware of Counterfeits!

Matthew 24:24 states:

“For false christs and false prophets will rise and show great signs and wonders to
deceive, if possible, even the elect.”

Under the spirit of divination, the damsel tried to counterfeit the work of the

apostles. She was like ‘a mouthpiece’ declaring their ministry. Note that the Bible

says that the level of deception would be so great that even the elect (the ones

chosen and called out by God to do His work) if not vigilant, would also be deceived.

One thing is certain. There is always a hidden agenda, usually a personal one,

associated with the deception. First, in her bold and premature proclamations the

damsel was actually placing the lives of the apostles at risk. In fact they were

subsequently held and brought before the magistrate. Their accusers continued to

spurt out lies about . The full account is stated in Acts 16:19-23:

“ 19 And when her masters saw that the hope of their gains was gone, they

caught Paul and Silas, and drew them into the marketplace unto the rulers,

20 And brought them to the magistrates, saying, These men, being Jews, do

exceedingly trouble our city, 21 And teach customs, which are not lawful for us

to receive, neither to observe, being Romans.

22 And the multitude rose up together against them: and the magistrates rent off
their clothes, and commanded to beat them. 23 And when they had laid many

stripes upon them, they cast them into prison, charging the jailor to keep them

safely.”
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Second, the damsel under the spirit of divination was acting out of financial gain.

She was using her ‘ demonic powers’ to advertise her ‘gift’ to the public with a hope

that others under the sound of her voice would seek out her paid services. Acts

16:16 speaks of the fortune-telling business controlled by her ‘masters’ :

16 And it came to pass, as we went to prayer, a certain damsel possessed with a

spirit of divination met us, which brought her masters much gain by

soothsaying.

2. Test the Spirits!

The Bible tells us that we must not be quick to accepts every person or thing that

appears favourable or pleasing to us or our cause. We must test test spirit!

“ Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of God:

because many false prophets are gone out into the world.” - 1 John 4:1

The damsel followed the apostles around many days and kept on making her public

utterances during that time. 17 The same followed Paul and us, and cried, saying,

These men are the servants of the most high God, which shew unto us the way of

salvation. 18. And this did she many days.” - Acts 16:16-18.

However, the apostles were not quick to agree with what she was saying, neither

were they easily influenced by her seemingly righteous declaration. They were

neither naive nor quick to welcome the damsel into their fold.

They remained silent for many days. They did not react nor respond to what she

was saying. At times, silence may be the best form of response as we prayerfully

‘test the spirit.’ Check out what the Bible says about what others say to you,

especially when it concerns the Word of God. Don’t be gullible and easily influenced

by their smooth, persuasive and eloquent utterances. In these times, there are many

false prophets operating under the demonic spirit of deception, and whose primary

goal is to draw us away from our faith and belief in Jesus Christ.
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3. Spiritual Warfare!

Ephesian 6: 11 - 12 reminds us:

“Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against

the wiles of the devil. For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against

principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this age,

against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places.” - Ephesians 6:11-12

The online Webster's American Dictionary of the English Language gives the

following definition:

WILE, n. A trick or stratagem practiced for ensnaring or deception; a sly, insidious

artifice.

WILE, v.t. To deceive; to beguile.

The armour of God is the only protection that will allow us to stand against the

wiles of the devil. This is warfare! The deception and lies of the devil in its varied

forms are spiritual attacks which are constantly occurring against us in our

relationships, family lives, businesses and places of work, and even during our

leisure and entertainment. We are constantly bombarded by his trickery with the

hope that we ‘take the bait’ and become ensnared by it.

Alone, we are no match for the devil’s cunning and sly ways! We need to put on the

whole armour of God in order to be successful. This is the only way that we can

withstand those demonic attacks of deception.

2 Thessalonians 2:3 admonishes us: “Let no one deceive you by any means.”

4. Hope In God!

There is always hope in God. We need to remain sober and vigilant whilst clothed in

the ‘full armour of God.’
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“Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion,

walks about, seeking whom he may devour.” - 1 Peter 5:8.

But there is hope for those of us who, in faith, exercise our spiritual authority and

resist the devil:

8 Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion,

walketh about, seeking whom he may devour:

9 Whom resist steadfast in the faith, knowing that the same afflictions are

accomplished in your brethren that are in the world.

10 But the God of all grace, who hath called us unto his eternal glory by Christ

Jesus, after that ye have suffered a while, make you perfect, stablish,

strengthen, settle you.

11 To him be glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen.

The Bible is clear that we will suffer for a while (as seen with Paul and the rest of

the apostles who were wrongfully thrown into prison and beaten). However,

afterwards we will get the victory! Don’t allow loneliness and emotional challenges

to get the better of you. Hope in God! His grace is sufficient. For all glory and

honour belongs to Him and His Son, Jesus, for ever and ever. Be blessed.

Key Principles/Prayer Points:

1. Beware of counterfeit spirits;

2. We must be quick to test the spirits and slow to accept their lies ;

3. We can stand against the wiles of the devil only when clothed with the full

armour of God;

4. Hope in God. Though we may suffer for a while victory is certain.
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Prayer for Spiritual Wisdom

Heavenly Father,

“The God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, give me the spirit of wisdom and

revelation in the knowledge of You, that the eyes of my understanding may be

enlightened; that I may know what is the hope of Your calling, what are the riches of

the glory of Your inheritance in the saints, and what is the exceeding greatness of Your

power toward us who believe, according to the working of Your mighty power which

You worked in Christ when You raised Him from the dead and seated Him at His right

hand in the heavenly places, far above all principality and power and might and

dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this age but also in that which is

to come. And You put all things under His feet, and gave Him to be head over all things

to the church, which is His body, the fullness of Him who fills all in all.

O Lord, let me be able to discern between the real and the counterfeit spirits. Reveal to

me every hidden agenda of these deceiving spirits so that I may see clearly their plans.

Protect me, O Lord, from every snare that has been set for my destruction . I declare

that I will stand clothed in the full armour of God as I overcome the wiles of the wicked

one! I thank you for endurance, long-suffering, perseverance, renewed faith and your

unending grace and mercy. In Jesus’ name I pray with thanksgiving. Amen.”

Memory Verse: “Let no one deceive you by any means.” - 2 Thessalonians 2:3.
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