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The Battle Is Real!

16 “And it came to pass, as we went to prayer, a certain damsel possessed with a spirit
of divination met us, which brought her masters much gain by soothsaying:

17 The same followed Paul and us, and cried, saying, These men are the servants of the
most high God, which shew unto us the way of salvation.

18 And this did she many days. But Paul, being grieved, turned and said to the spirit, I
command thee in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her. And he came out the
same hour.

19 And when her masters saw that the hope of their gains was gone, they caught Paul
and Silas, and drew them into the marketplace unto the rulers.”

The apostles were on their way to a prayer meeting when they were confronted

by a demon-possessed woman. Who would have thought that they would be under

demonic attack while en route to prayer? Sometimes things happen when we least

expect them. Be prepared!

But one thing is certain, when you are doing the work of the Lord, you become

a constant target for spiritual attack from the enemy. The apostles were engaging in

the work of the ministry when they were confronted by a demonic foe - a young girl

possessed with a spirit of divination.

Some Christians may not want to believe that they can be under demonic

attacks and oppression. The truth is that once you accept Jesus as Your Lord and

Saviour, you are signing up for war! The war that I speak about cannot be fought

nor won with guns, bullets and bombs. This warfare is clearly stated in Ephesians

6:11 -12.

“11Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of

the devil. 12 ”For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities,

against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual

wickedness in high places.”

Three points are noted from the above scripture. First, the believer is

encouraged to put on his ‘full armour,’ which paints a picture of a christian soldier

gearing up for war! Second, verse 12 states that ‘we wrestle.’ This means that the

battle takes place in the present and it is ongoing. Third, the nature of the battle is
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stated. It’s intense, and our adversaries are not human beings - ‘flesh and blood.’

Our nemesis are described as strong and wicked spiritual forces:

(i) ‘Principalities.’ A principality is a state ruled by a prince. This means that the

battle is not against one spiritual foe but against legions of demons under the

command of a prince.

(ii) ‘Powers.’ Strong evil forces originating from spiritual strongmen.

(iii) ‘Ruler of the Darkness of this World.’ Enthroned demonic princes with

strongholds over the earth.

(iii) ‘Spiritual Wickedness in High Places.’ Wicked demonic forces with seat of

authority

Therefore, although Paul and the rest of the apostles met a young girl on their way

to their prayer meeting, the ensuing battle was not against that human being- ‘flesh

and blood’ - but against the demon which possessed her.

Everyday Battles

The above discussion can be applied to my life. As I make every effort daily to

follow Christ, I will be confronted by people who seek to bring problems into my

life, and ‘short circuit’ and destroy God’s plans for my life. First I must realize that

the person seeking to distress me is NOT the real enemy. I must be able to rise about

anger, bitterness and non-forgiveness, and look beyond the actual human being, and

focus with my spiritual eyes on the demon(s) that influence(s) that person’s actions.

Before I can deal with demonic attacks upon my life, I must recognize that

spiritual warfare (including demonic oppression and possession) is real. Thereafter, I

will begin to appreciate the spiritual nature of the battle, and be able to identify the

evil forces against which I should fight, namely - “against principalities, against

powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in

high places.”

I should never feel alone in this battle, nor become weary, and lose faith. “For the

battle is the Lord’s,” (1 Samuel 17:47), and my victory is certain through Christ Jesus.

Be blessed.
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Key Principles:

1. Spiritual warfare is is real and the believer is always engaged in it.

2. We wrestle “against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the

darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places.”

3. The battle is never against any individual but against demonic forces that

influence the individual’s actions.

4. As a believer, I will be confronted by persons who seek to obstruct my work for

the Lord, and to destroy God’s plans for my life.

5. The battle is the Lord’s and my victory is certain through Jesus Christ.

Heavenly Father,

I recognize that spiritual warfare is real, and that I wrestle daily “against principalities,

against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual

wickedness in high places.” May I always be clothe daily with the full armour of God,

so that I may be able to stand against the attacks of the wicked one. Help me to

recognize that my battle is not against another human being, but against evil forces

that influence the actions of those persons opposed to me and the work that I do for the

Lord. In the heat of the battle, I refuse to lose faith and to become weary. For I know

that the battle is the Lord’s and that victory is certain through Christ Jesus. In Jesus’

name I pray with thanksgiving. Amen.”

Memory Verse: “12 ”For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against

principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against

spiritual wickedness in high places.”- Ephesians 6:12.
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