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Do Demons Know Your Name? Author: Alton Felix

“ 16 And it came to pass, as we went to prayer, a certain damsel possessed with a spirit

of divination met us, which brought her masters much gain by soothsaying:

17 The same followed Paul and us, and cried, saying, These men are the servants of the

most high God, which shew unto us the way of salvation.

18 And this did she many days. But Paul, being grieved, turned and said to the spirit, I

command thee in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her. And he came out the

same hour.” - Acts 16:16-17.

1. Who Am I?

In this world our names identify who we are. As it is in the natural, so it is in the

spiritual. In the spiritual realm, as a child of God each of us has an identity in Christ.

This gives us the authority and power to be victorious over the devil and his band of

demons in any spiritual battle. Paul knew who he was in Christ, and demonstrated

his authority by his declaration:

“ I command thee in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her.”

The same moment the demon came out of her.

Now, the first step in exercising your spiritual authority is to be certain about your

identity in Christ. Once you are walking in that identity, then it is certain that the

devil will know your name.

2. The Fate of the Nameless

It is only when the devil knows your name and whose you are, that you will be able

to defeat him at every turn. Otherwise, you can suffer a severe spiritual beating if

you enter into a spiritual battle as a ‘nameless’ person ( someone without an identity

in Christ).

Acts 19:15 records the demon’s response when some nameless persons (the seven

sons of Sceva) attempted to cast out the evil spirit from a demon-possessed person:
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15 And the evil spirit answered and said, “Jesus I know, and Paul I know; but
who are you?”

The full account in Acts 19:11-20 (NKJV) is worth the read:

11 Now God worked unusual miracles by the hands of Paul, 12 so that even
handkerchiefs or aprons were brought from his body to the sick, and the
diseases left them and the evil spirits went out of them. 13 Then some of the
itinerant Jewish exorcists took it upon themselves to call the name of the Lord
Jesus over those who had evil spirits, saying, “We exorcise you by the Jesus
whom Paul preaches.” 14 Also there were seven sons of Sceva, a Jewish chief
priest, who did so.

15 And the evil spirit answered and said, “Jesus I know, and Paul I know; but
who are you?”

16 Then the man in whom the evil spirit was leaped on them, overpowered
them, and prevailed against them, so that they fled out of that house naked
and wounded. 17 This became known both to all Jews and Greeks dwelling in
Ephesus; and fear fell on them all, and the name of the Lord Jesus was
magnified.

First, the seven sons of Sceva did not accept Jesus as their Lord and Saviour, and

therefore did not have an identity in Christ. They did not have a relationship with

Him.

They said:

“We exorcise you by the Jesus whom Paul preaches.”

But Paul said:

“I command thee in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her.”

The command used by the sons of Sceva to exorcise the evil spirit was a cliche

without the faith and power in Jesus Christ. Paul, however, because of his identity

in Christ, was able to stand in faith on that authority to cast out the demon.
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Second, since the seven sons of Sceva (whose name were not stated) remained

‘nameless’, and their words lacked power, they were vulnerable to spiritual attacks

as we read in this account:

“16 Then the man in whom the evil spirit was leaped on them, overpowered

them, and prevailed against them, so that they fled out of that house naked

and wounded.” - Acts 19:16

Owing to their lack of identity in Christ they suffered a terrible spiritual blow from

the evil spirit. As a result, the seven sons were severely beaten by one

demon-possessed strong man, and they fled for their lives stark naked. A similar fate

can await anyone, who without an identity in Christ, is determined to confront a

spiritual foe! Shame, humiliation and defeat will always be their portion.

3. Faith and Identity In Christ

Acts 16:18 identifies Paul by name, and makes it clear to us that it was not just a

‘nameless’ apostle who commanded the demon to leave! It was someone with a

spiritual identity in Christ who fought and won a spiritual battle over the devil

based on his faith in Jesus. Operating by faith that his spoken words will be

honoured by Jesus Christ, Paul gave the command to the demon spirit to leave the

damsel:

“I command thee in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her.”

We are told that the demon left her immediately. Owing to his identity in Christ,

Paul’s testimony is echoed in Romans 8:37:

“Yet in all these things we are more than conquerors through Him who loved us.”

4. Some Bible Promises About My Identity In Christ!

There are many promises in the Bible which anchor our faith in Christ and which

remind us of our identity in Christ. Here are a few examples that say:

1. I am Strong In My Weakness

Philippians 4:13 “I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.”
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2 Corinthians 12:10 “That is why, for the sake of Christ, I delight in weaknesses, in
insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties. For when I am weak, then I am
strong.”

2. Christ Lives In Me

Galatians 2:20 : I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ
who lives in me. And the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God,
who loved me and gave himself for me.

Philippians 2:13 “For it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of his good
pleasure.”

3. I am Seated in Heavenly Places

Ephesians 2:6 “And God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the
heavenly realms in Christ Jesus.”

Being aware of these spiritual truths, Paul knew who he was in Christ. He was

able to activate his faith and release the power of Jesus Christ to defeat the devil!

That’s the reason why demons can answer and say:

“Jesus I know, and Paul I know; but who are you?” - Acts 19:15

Do demons know your name? Be blessed!

Key Principles/Prayer Points:

1. As a child of God each of us has an identity in Christ.;

2. It is only when the devil knows your name and whose you are, that you will be

able to defeat him at every turn.

3. You can suffer a severe spiritual backlash if you enter into a spiritual battle as a

‘nameless’ person ( someone without an identity in Christ).

4. We fight and win spiritual battles based on our faith in Jesus Christ;

5. I am strong in my weakness;

6. Christ lives in me;

7. I am seated in heavenly places.

https://biblereasons.com/strength/
https://biblereasons.com/strength/
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Prayer for Spiritual Wisdom

Heavenly Father,

“The God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, give me the spirit of wisdom and

revelation in the knowledge of You, that the eyes of my understanding may be

enlightened; that I may know what is the hope of Your calling, what are the riches of

the glory of Your inheritance in the saints, and what is the exceeding greatness of Your

power toward us who believe, according to the working of Your mighty power which

You worked in Christ when You raised Him from the dead and seated Him at His right

hand in the heavenly places, far above all principality and power and might and

dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this age but also in that which is

to come. And You put all things under His feet, and gave Him to be head over all things

to the church, which is His body, the fullness of Him who fills all in all.

O Lord, I thank You for Your Son, Jesus, in Whom I have my identity. I am a child of

God, and in all these things I am more than a conqueror through Jesus who loves me. I

can do all things through Christ who strengthens me during periods of weakness in my

life. For when I am weak, then I am strong.

O Lord, I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives

in me. And the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me

and gave himself for me (Galatians 2:20). Renew and strengthen my faith in You,

during this raging battle.

During times of uncertainty and confusion, help me to surrender and trust You. For it is

You who work in me to accomplish Your will for my life and to do of Your good

pleasure (Philippians 2:13)

In this spiritual battle, I am the head and not the tail. I am above and not beneath. For

You, O God, raised us up with Christ and seated us with Him in the heavenly realms in

Christ Jesus (Ephesians 2:6 ).
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As I stand on Your Word, and knowing who I am in Christ, I command every demon

spirit who is influencing my life to leave in the name of Jesus! Lord, I thank You for

the victory. In Jesus’ name I pray with thanksgiving. Amen.”

Memory Verse: “And the evil spirit answered and said, “Jesus I know, and Paul

I know; but who are you?” - Acts 19:15
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