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The Power of the Spoken Word! Author: Alton Felix

‘I command thee in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her. And he came out

the same hour.” - Acts 16:18.

1. Demons Do It!

Never take for granted the power of the spoken word in spiritual warfare. I'm sure
you have seen movies where witches and warlocks through their various
incantations cast spells and curses upon their unsuspecting victims. In a like manner,
our enemies (people) make agreements with demonic forces and use black magic,
vodoo, necromancy, hexes, jinx and other tools of the occult during spiritual warfare
against believers. They use chants to cast spells upon unsuspecting Christians with
the hope that they may hurt them and destroy their divine destinies. In short,
demons recognize the power of the spoken word to achieve their diabolical ends and

evil desires! They are constantly making evil declarations over believers’

lives.

This use of curses is well illustrated in the battle between David and Goliath:

43 He(Goliath) said to David, “Am I a dog, that you come at me with sticks?” And
the Philistine cursed David by his gods.

I understand this to mean that Goliath called upon his gods and uttered words
(chants/spells) against David to impede him in the battle. I want to quickly
emphasize here that, as believers, we should still love and bless those persons (not
the demons behind their actions!) who seek to hurt us. Let God judge them and act
accordingly on our behalf. Luke 6:28 says it this way:

“28 bless those who curse you, pray for those who mistreat you.”
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The noun ‘curse’ is this discussion is used to mean :
(a) a solemn utterance intended to invoke a supernatural power to inflict harm or
punishment on someone or something; or

(b) an offensive word or phrase used to express anger or annoyance.!

2. Life And Death Is In the Tongue!
We should appreciate the power of the spoken word, and quickly recognize that the
words we speak during spiritual battles can determine if we win or lose those fights!
Goliath understood that principle.
Also, it is often said that ‘silence is golden’ but in this battle of words between ‘good

and evil’, silence should never be an option.
Proverbs 18:21 tells us that death and life is in the power of the tongue:

“Death and life are in the power of the tongue: and they that love it shall eat the
fruit thereof”. - Proverbs 18:21

Three important points are worthy of consideration. First, there is something called
‘the power of the tongue.” The ‘power of the tongue’ refers to the inherent yet
supernatural power that resides in our spoken words. Second, what you say can
determine the outcome: life or death. Third, as believers, what we say will come to
pass. Therefore, we need to handle our tongues with care, treat it as though it is a

loaded weapon.

3. Is It Only Human Nature?

We must train our tongues. It’s human nature to ‘speak your mind’ when someone
has wronged you. As believers, when we do so, we may say things that are not only
hurtful but which will surely come to pass with serious consequences. By the way,
parents be careful not to speak negative things (‘curses’) over your children’s lives.

Here are some common things parents say in anger to their children:

“You good for nothing!”
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“You will never see your way in life!”

“You will never amount to anything good!”

“You will end up just like your father! (or mother!)”
“You will suffer till you die!”

“You're stupid!”

And the list goes on and on! These hurtful words destroy the confidence of the
hearer and negatively affect the development of the child. If as a parent you are
guilty of this then you need to repent. If these spoken words are not cancelled by
positive words of encouragement and blessings the end result can be a child who

never achieves his fullest potential.

Sometimes our spiritual battles are the results of our ‘spoken words’ of failure and
hardship over our lives and/or those we love. These words are like ‘seeds’ which
later bear fruits of discord, pain and suffering. And in this case, it may not be the

devil nor demons to blame for our misery.

Take and moment and reflect over some of the things that you may have said to
your children (or a loved one), especially when you were angry. What have been the
results of your speech? Repent, if necessary, before it is too late and correct your

negative declarations (curses) by positive words of blessings.

Before Paul spoke, he was tormented for days by the repeated utterances of this
damsel. It’s only human that he would have reached a point of distress and perhaps
become angry. It’s important to learn from the way Paul handled the situation. He
directed his words to the spirit that was responsible for the damsel’s behaviour. He
did not get angry nor cursed the young lady. He was calculated in and showed
control over his spoken words. Therefore, we should learn to speak to the demonic
spirits responsible for the actions of our loved ones, and not to speak ‘fire and

brimstone’ upon the heads.
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The scripture below shows the direct correlation between our spoken words and the

4. Our Spoken Words Get Results

results which follow:

“I Command thee in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her. And he came out

the same hour.” - Acts 16:18.

This simple truth that ‘what we say is what we get’ is something that we ought not
to forget! What we say is what we get! What we say is what we get! Please

remember that simple truth.

This is one of the reasons why I often discourage my Math students from saying
things like “T will never pass Math,” or “I have a mental block for Math,” or even
something as simple as “Math hard!” The reality is when they make these
declarations they speak words of defeat, and failure often follow. In short, in
this context, what we say is what we are. So if you say “I will never pass Math, you
are already a failure, and the grade you get at the end of the course will just confirm
what you said. In other words, whatever we declare with our mouths over our lives
and the lives of others is already established in the spiritual realm. It may take some
time to manifest itself in the natural realm, but it will surely come to pass. For it is

written:

"Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and

whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” - Matthew 18:18 (NIV).
So learn to either make positive declarations (over your life or the lives of others), or
speak with authority to those demons that negatively influence the behaviour of
your loved ones.

5. “And God Said...And It Was So!”

God illustrates the power of the spoken word. Genesis 1 records how creation took

place simply by the spoken word of God. Here are some examples:
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“1 In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth.
3 And God said, Let there be light: and there was light.

6-7 And God said, Let there be a firmament in the midst of the waters, and let it

divide the waters from the waters....: and it was so.”

9 And God said, Let the waters under the heaven be gathered together unto one

place, and let the dry land appear: and it was so.

11 And God said, Let the earth bring forth grass, the herb yielding seed, and the
fruit tree yielding fruit after his kind, whose seed is in itself, upon the earth: and

it was so.

14 And God said, Let there be lights in the firmament of the heaven to divide
the day from the night; and let them be for signs, and for seasons, and for days,

and years:

15 And let them be for lights in the firmament of the heaven to give light upon

the earth: and it was so.

24 And God said, Let the earth bring forth the living creature after his kind,

cattle, and creeping thing, and beast of the earth after his kind: and it was so.

Although we are not God, the above scriptures clearly demonstrate the power of the

spoken word, and the link between what we say and the results that follow.

We should always strive to recognize that there is power (life and death) in the
words we speak. If necessary- just as Jesus and Paul taught us - let’s change the way
we speak in order to get the results we desire in our spiritual battles. Be bless.

Key Principles:

1. Never take for granted the power of the spoken word in spiritual warfare.

2. Our enemies recognize the power of the spoken word and constantly make evil

declarations over our lives.
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4. Let’s train our tongues to speak ‘life-giving” words to others, and to issue decrees

3. Death and life are in the power of the tongue.

to demons.

5. Our spoken words get results.

6. The power of the spoken word is seen where God created the heaven and the
earth by His words.

7. In our spiritual battles, we may need to change the way we speak in order to get

the results we desire.

Memory Verse: “Death and life are in the power of the tongue: and they that love it
shall eat the fruit thereof”. - Proverbs 18:21

Prayer

Heavenly Father,

“The God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, give me the spirit of wisdom and
revelation in the knowledge of You, that the eyes of my understanding may be
enlightened; that I may know what is the hope of Your calling, what are the riches of
the glory of Your inheritance in the saints, and what is the exceeding greatness of Your
power toward us who believe, according to the working of Your mighty power which
You worked in Christ when You raised Him from the dead and seated Him at His right
hand in the heavenly places, far above all principality and power and might and
dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this age but also in that which is
to come. And You put all things under His feet, and gave Him to be head over all things
to the church,which is His body,the fullness of Him who fills all in all.

Thank You, O lord, for Your goodness and mercy, and for the power of speech! Forgive
me for those times when I used my words to curse others, including my loved ones. I
repent of this sin, and cancel every ill-spoken word over their lives. I replace curses with
blessings, and decree that your divine plans for their lives shall be accomplished. I also
cancel the effects of any words of defeat that I have spoken over my life, and declare
that I will fulfill divine destiny.
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In the name of Jesus, I cancel and bring to naught every spoken word by my enemies
concerning my life and the lives of my loved ones. I declare that their spoken words

shall return to them and shall be their portion, in Jesus’ name.

Lord, give me the wisdom and discipline I need to train my tongue to speak ‘life-giving”
words to others, and to issue effective decrees to demons. I believe that my spoken words
will get the result they deserve, and that every demonic foe, power and principality

shall obey my decrees. In Jesus’ name I pray with thanksgiving. Amen.

Footnote:

1. Google Online Dictionary.

Posted: 19/09/20
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