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Benefits of Being A Servant of God! Author: Alton Felix

“Once when we were going to the place of prayer, we were met by a slave girl who had

a spirit by which she predicted the future. She earned a great deal of money for her

owners by fortune-telling. The girl followed Paul and the rest of us, shouting, “These

men are servants of the Most High God, who are telling you the way to be saved.” -

Acts 16:16-17.

1. A Case of Two Masters!

Wow! The account given above in Acts 16:16-17 identifies two kingdoms at play.

Both represent the master-servant relationship. On the one hand, you had a

servant girl owned by persons unnamed (earthly masters). On the other hand, you

had the apostles being referred to by the slave girl as ‘servants of God,’ and

therefore they saw God as their master. Apostle Paul has often described himself

as a servant of Christ. He recognized Jesus as his Master;

“Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, separated unto the

gospel of God…” - Romans 1:1.

It is interesting to note that that the two servants (Paul and the young girl) were

influenced by two different ‘spirits.’ The slave girl was possessed by the ‘spirit of

divination,’ while the servants of God were ‘possessed’ by ‘the Holy Spirit’

These different spirits operated from two real and distinct realms - the kingdom

of darkness and the kingdom of light!

2. Treasures!

Needless to say, the two types of ‘masters’ gave their servants different tasks to

perform. The slave girl, possessed by the spirit of divination, were tasked to

predict the future through the business of fortune telling. The apostles, were

tasked with bringing the good news of the gospel freely to the unsaved. The first

servant,the girl, focused on performing a task which earned her masters money

or earthly treasures. The second group of servants focused on foregoing earthly
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riches in favour of heavenly treasures, that is, the winning of souls. Two

scriptures are relevant here:

“Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth and rust doth

corrupt, and where thieves break through and steal. “ - Matthew 6:19.

“He that wins souls is wise.” - Proverbs 11:30

3. You Cannot Serve Two Masters!

Try as hard as we may, we will soon realize that what Jesus said in Matthew 6:24

is true:

24 “No one can serve two masters. Either you will hate the one and love the

other, or you will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot

serve both God and money.” - Matthew 6:24.

You cannot serve two masters. You will end up loving one and hating the other.

We cannot serve the master of this earth, the devil, and allow material things, title

and power to become our idols. Recall that the devil, among other things, tempted

Jesus with the riches of this world:

“Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the

kingdoms of the world and their splendour; and he said to him, ‘All these I

will give you, if you will fall down and worship me.’ “ - Matthew 4:8

Jesus chose to follow and obey the voice of His heavenly Father. Further, Jesus in

predicting his death identifies the devil as the prince or rule of this world (of sin)

in John 12:31:

“31 Now is the judgment of this world: now shall the prince of this world be

cast out. 32 And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto

me.” - John 12:31-32
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4. Spiritual Warfare: Battles of the Masters and Servants

During spiritual warfare, as seen with Apostle Paul (Acts 16:16-17 above) , there is

a battle of the two masters: the spirit of the kingdom of darkness versus the Spirit

of God from the kingdom of light. To put it another way, the battles between the

servants: the servant of God from the kingdom of light versus the servant of the

devil from the kingdom of darkness. The end result will always be the same: good

always triumph over evil or light quickly dispels darkness.

5. Benefits to the Servant of God.

The account in Acts 16:16-17 clearly shows that there are benefits to being a

servant of God. One major benefit is that it enables us to win spiritual battles. The

emphasis in this discussion is not so much on the works of the servant of God.

Instead the focus is on the spiritual position that he or she occupies which will

inevitably bring about the victory in this spiritual warfare. Let me explain.

The slave girl describes Paul as servants of the Most High. It means that as a

servant of the most High God, one must dwell spiritually in the same position as

the Most High. The analogy that the servant must constantly be in the same

house or dwell in the same place as the master makes this even clearer. This

‘spiritual place’ is what Psalm 91:1 calls the ‘secret place.’ Once you find yourself

living and dwelling in ‘the secret place,’ no demon or devil can touch you, and

spiritual victory is certain! Here is a summary of the immense benefits that the

servant of God receives by dwelling in the secret place of the Most High.

Although it was part of an earlier prayer, it is worth repeating for emphasis:

Psalm 91 says… Benefits of the Servant…
1 He that dwelleth in the secret place of
the most High shall abide under the
shadow of the Almighty.

I abide under the shadow (the covering) of
the Almighty. I am protected!

2 I will say of the LORD, He is my refuge
and my fortress: my God; in him will I
trust.

The Lord is my refuge and my fortress.
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3 Surely he shall deliver thee from the
snare of the fowler, and from the noisome
pestilence.

The Lord shall deliver me from the snare
of the fowler, and from the noisome
pestilence. I am delivered!

4 He shall cover thee with his feathers,
and under his wings shalt thou trust: his
truth shall be thy shield and buckler.

The Lord shall cover me with his
feathers, and under his wings shalt I trust.
His truth (WORD!) shall be my shield and
buckler. I am armed with and defended by
His Word!

5 Thou shalt not be afraid for the terror by
night; nor for the arrow that flieth by day;

I shall not be afraid for the terror by night;
nor for the arrow that fly by day - the
wicked devises of my enemies.

6 Nor for the pestilence that walketh in
darkness; nor for the destruction that
wasteth at noonday.

I shall not be afraid by the unseen
pestilence (including COVID-19 virus) and
all works of darkness. I shall not fear the
terror and destruction that unravel before
my eyes. I am fearless!

7 A thousand shall fall at thy side, and
ten thousand at thy right hand; but it
shall not come nigh thee.

Although a thousand shall fall at my side,
and ten thousand at my right hand; no
pestilence and destruction shall not come
near me and my family.

8 Only with thine eyes shalt thou behold
and see the reward of the wicked.

I shall behold and see the reward of the
wicked!

9 Because thou hast made the LORD, which
is my refuge, even the most High, thy
habitation;
10 There shall no evil befall thee, neither
shall any plague come nigh thy dwelling.

No evil shall overcome me and no plague
will come near my dwelling!

11 For he shall give his angels charge over
thee, to keep thee in all thy ways.

The Lord shall give His angels charge over
me, to keep me in all my ways.

12 They shall bear thee up in their hands,
lest thou dash thy foot against a stone.

The angels of the Lord shall uphold me in
their hands and prevent me from being
harmed!

13 Thou shalt tread upon the lion and
adder: the young lion and the dragon shalt
thou trample under feet.

I shalt tread upon the lion and adder: the
young lion and the dragon shalt I trample
under feet. I am victorious!

14 Because he hath set his love upon me,
therefore will I deliver him: I will set him
on high, because he hath known my name.

God will deliver me and set me above
every principality and power.

15 He shall call upon me, and I will
answer him: I will be with him in trouble;

God will answer my prayers;
God will be with me in times of trouble;
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I will deliver him, and honour him. God will deliver me and honour me.

16With long life will I satisfy him, and
shew him my salvation.

God will satisfy me with long life and
show me His salvation.

Of course, Psalm 91 list just some of the many benefits of being a servant of God. As

you study the Bible you will find many more promises which you can declare over

your situation.

Now, compare these benefits to that of the servant of earthly masters. The servant

girl earned wealth, not for herself but for her owners. Earthly treasures are soften

short-lived. Even if, as a servant of this world, we acquire great wealth and enjoy

the niceties of this life, all of that is temporal and we will soon give up all those

earthly treasures when we die. Again the Bible warns us:

“Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth and rust doth

corrupt, and where thieves break through and steal. “ - Matthew 6:19.

6. How Do I Become A servant of God?

To dwell in the secret place of the Most High, you must be a servant of the Most

High God. As stated by the slave girl, the apostles were servants because of the

work that they did. Let us not confuse ‘work’ with ‘job.’ Your work is what you

were created to do: your divine assignment. Your job is your career pursuit in a

company or as a sole proprietor. I have heard it said that you can be fired from

your job but you cannot be fired from your work. The apostles were about the

work of God: showing others the way to salvation.

What is your work? What were you born to do? Once you have determined what

is your work for the Lord, then you are on your way to becoming a servant of

God. As a servant of God, you are encouraged to dwell in ‘the secret place’ of the

Most High through daily devotions, prayer and the study of God’s Word. In that

secret place, you are certain of victory in times of intense spiritual warfare. Be

bless.
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Key Principles:

1. There are two master, the devil (the prince of this world) and God. We need to

decided which of the two we shall serve.

2. The servant is tasked either with acquiring earthly riches or heavenly treasures,

that is, the winning of souls.

3. A servant cannot serve two masters and must choose which one to obey. His

decision will impact upon the nature of his ‘works.’

4. Spiritual warfare is a battle between two masters/servants.

5. Earthly treasures are soften short-lived.

6. There are many benefits of being a servant of God. Psalm 91 provides an

example.

Memory Verse: ‘He that dwelleth in the secret place of the Most High shall abide

under the shadow of the Almighty.’- Psalm 91:1.

Prayer

Heavenly Father,

Great is Your name, and You are worthy to be praised. Help me, O Lord, to always keep

my focus on You. I resist the temptations of this world, and refuse to focus on the many

attractions which seek to pull me away from You, O Lord.

In spite of my job and career path, my work is to do Your will for my life. I pursue

heavenly treasures and do not seek to store up earthly riches. I declare that I am a

servant of the Most High God! During this battle of the masters, I decree that I am on

the winning side - the Lord’s side and will have victory in this spiritual war against me

and my family. I stand on the many promises in Your Word. I claim all the benefits of

being a servant of God, as I continue to meditate on the precious Word of God daily. I

thank You, O Lord, for your love, goodness and mercy . In Jesus’ mighty name I pray

with thanksgiving. Amen.
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