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Understanding My Authority In Christ Author: Alton Felix

“ But Paul, being grieved, turned and said to the spirit, I command thee in the name of

Jesus Christ to come out of her. And he came out the same hour.” - Acts 16:18.

1. Lambs Among Wolves!

It is important to understand that on my own strength I am no match for the devil

and his demons! If my fight against the devil centres on the strength of my human

intellect and reasoning then I am like a lamb before ravenous wolves! Jesus in

sending out his seventy-two disciples made this very clear to them in Luke 10:3

“Go your ways: behold, I send you forth as lambs among wolves.”

One possible and practical explanation may be that one cannot use human/physical

weapons to fight against a supernatural/spiritual foe. The Study Bible puts it this

way:

“…3For though we live in the flesh, we do not wage war according to the flesh.

4The weapons of our warfare are not the weapons of the world. Instead, they

have divine power to demolish strongholds.” - 2 Corinthians 10:3-4.

The King James’ version of the above scripture is also apt:

3For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war after the flesh: 4(For the

weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling

down of strong holds;)

In other words, I cannot use my worldly weapons (including my intellect and logic)

to fight against a spiritual foe. This is made very clear in Ephesians 6:12 (KJV) which

describes the adversary as a spiritual strongman:

“ For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities,

against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against

spiritual wickedness in high places.”

Therefore, without Christ on my side in this spiritual battle, I am like a lamb waiting

to be slaughtered by the wicked one !
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2. I Depend on Jesus!

Once I acknowledge my human frailty in this spiritual battle I must rely on the

strength of Jesus Christ to win this war!

The Word of God in Philippians 4:13 reminds me of the source of my strength and

who is responsible for my victory:

“I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.”

Without standing on the authority of Christ, I do not have any chance of success in

this high-stake spiritual battle!

3. I Have the Authority!

After being sent out by Jesus to preach the gospel, heal the sick and so on the
seventy disciples returned and rejoiced whilst giving accounts of their experiences.
It is written in Luke 10:17:

“17 The seventy-two returned with joy and said, “Lord, even the demons submit to

us in your name.”

This indicates that the disciples on the authority of Jesus Christ were able to subdue

demons who either possessed others or who waged spiritual warfare against them.

Of course this account took place during the time of Jesus’ ministry. However, it is

important to note that the same authority in Christ on which the seventy-two (72)

disciples stood is still available to His present-day disciples.

Christ did not die to only save us from our sins. When He ascended into heaven, he

also ensured that his followers were well-equipped to overcome every spiritual

battle that they face. The Word of God makes this clear. As believers, we have the

authority in Christ to defeat the devil and his demons at every turn.

Christ’s response to the seventy-two disciples provides much revelation:

“I have given you authority to trample on snakes and scorpions and to overcome

all the power of the enemy; nothing will harm you.” - Luke 10:19

I must believe that I can put the devil under my feet and overcome his powerful

assault against my family and me. Knowing that I have authority over the devil
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because Jesus Christ has empower me, will enable me to act decisively and

confidently in faith. For I know that the battle is already won!

Peter understood this by his attitude towards the demon as shown in his manner of
speech. He said:

“I command you in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her!” - Acts 16:18

The devil and his demons have no choice but to obey our commands because there
is power which accompanies that authority in the name of Jesus!

4. However!

There is an ‘however’ - a caveat - a ‘fine print’ - related to my ability to use that

authority effectively. This is can be deduced from what Jesus said to his seventy-two

disciples who were joyful about the devil submitting to their command. He said:

“20 However, do not rejoice that the spirits submit to you, but rejoice that your

names are written in heaven.”

It should be a constant reminder to me that I must come to every spiritual battle

with ‘clean hands.’ My lifestyle must be righteous and pleasing to God if I am

going to get the results that the disciples got!

My relationship with Jesus must continue to be a healthy one. In short, I must

ensure that I live right according to the Word of God, so that my name is written in

heaven.

I must be a born-again, spirit-filled believer who serves God daily, and who is not

caught up in the sinful offerings of this world.

5. The Seat of Our Authority!

My position of authority through Jesus Christ rests on the fact that I, too, am seated

in heavenly places with Jesus Christ far above every principality, ever power, every

ruler of the darkness of this world, and far above every spiritual wickedness in high

places. Ephesians 2:6 says:

“And God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly

realms in Christ Jesus.”
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As a child of God and joint-heir with Christ, every believer occupies this spiritual

position in the heavenly realm with Christ, who is seated far above spiritual

wickedness. This is the context by which we should better understand the extent of

our authority over the devil. We should also appreciate that Jesus’ exhortation to his

seventy-two disciples also applies to us:

“I have given you authority to trample on snakes and scorpions and to overcome

all the power of the enemy; nothing will harm you.”

We have authority through Jesus to defeat the devil in our spiritual battles.

6. Keys to the Kingdom!

‘Keys’ are symbolic of ‘authority.’ Jesus reminds us of our authority in Christ and

the power that accompanies such authority in Matthew 16:19 (NKJV):

“And I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind

on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed

in heaven.”

As an heir of God every believer possesses the keys of the kingdom which give

him/her the authority to bind and loose!

‘Keys’ open doors which grant the believer access to the heavenly realm. And

heaven will respond to that authority when we begin to apply that authority to our

spiritual battles.

Let us believe and begin to appreciate the extent of the spiritual authority through

Jesus Christ that we possess. Now is the the right time to exercise it! Be blessed.

Key Principles:

1. We are no match for the devil and his demons if we only fight base on human

intellect and reasoning.

2. We cannot use carnal weapons in a spiritual battle. Our adversary is a spiritual

strongman.

3. We must depend on Jesus Christ for victory in our battles.

4. We have the authority in Christ to defeat the devil and his demons at every turn.
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5. For our authority in Christ to be effective, our lifestyles must be pleasing to God.

6. As joint-heir with Christ, every believer occupies a spiritual position in the

heavenly realm with Christ.

7. As heirs of God we have the keys to the kingdom of heaven which give us the

authority to bind and loose!

Prayer for Spiritual Insights Into My Authority In Jesus Christ

Heavenly Father,

“The God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, give me the spirit of wisdom and

revelation in the knowledge of You, that the eyes of my understanding may be

enlightened; that I may know what is the hope of Your calling, what are the riches of

the glory of Your inheritance in the saints, and what is the exceeding greatness of Your

power toward us who believe, according to the working of Your mighty power which

You worked in Christ when You raised Him from the dead and seated Him at His right

hand in the heavenly places, far above all principality and power and might and

dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this age but also in that which is

to come. And You put all things under His feet, and gave Him to be head over all things

to the church,which is His body,the fullness of Him who fills all in all.

O Lord, I recognize that on my own strength, I’m no match for the devil and his

demons in this spiritual battle. For, no carnal weapons based on human intellect can

defeat this spiritual strongman. I depend on You, O Lord, and Your Son Jesus for my

help and victory!

Help me, O Lord, to live a life that is pleasing to You, so that I may call upon You and

You will answer!

There is power in the name of Jesus!

Your Word declares that I have the authority in Christ to defeat the devil and his

demons at every turn. I declare that I have the authority through Jesus Christ to

trample on ‘snakes and scorpions’ and every spiritual foe, and to overcome all the

power of the enemy. Nothing, by any means, will harm me nor my family.

I decree and declare that, as a joint-heir with Christ, I occupy a spiritual position in the

heavenly realm with Christ, and that every principality, ever power, every ruler of the
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darkness of this world, and every form of spiritual wickedness in high places are all

under my feet. .

As an heir of God I have the keys to the kingdom of heaven which is symbolic of my

authority to bind and loose! I am victorious in this spiritual battle! In Jesus’ name I

pray with thanksgiving. Amen.

Memory Verse: “I have given you authority to trample on snakes and scorpions and

to overcome all the power of the enemy; nothing will harm you.” - Luke 10:19
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