%nsights!

Don’t Be Deceived! - Part 1 Author: Alton Felix

“ 16 And it came to pass, as we went to prayer, a certain damsel possessed with a spirit

of divination met us, which brought her masters much gain by soothsaying:

17 The same followed Paul and us, and cried, saying, These men are the servants of

the most high God, which shew unto us the way of salvation.” - Acts 16:16-17.

1. Beware!

In this spiritual battle things are not always what they seem. In this account the
damsel appeared to be saying things that supported the cause of the apostles. In fact
what she was saying was indeed true. However, she was operating under a spirit of

deception - which is the hallmark of the devil.

“14 And no marvel; for Satan himself is transformed into an angel of light.

15 Therefore it is no great thing if his ministers also be transformed as the

ministers of righteousness; whose end shall be according to their works.” - 2

Corinthians 11:14-15

Although doing the works of the kingdom of darkness, the damsel - possessed by
spirits of divination and deception - appeared to be supporting of the cause of the
apostles. Through demonic possession, she was transformed as ‘a minister of

righteousness’ declaring the works of the apostle. What trickery!

2. The father of Lies!
The Bible reminds us that the devil is a master at deception, and he parades as an

angel of light!

Revelation 12:9:

So the great dragon was cast out, that serpent of old, called the Devil and Satan,

who deceives the whole world; he was cast to the earth, and his angels were cast out

with him.
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John 8:43-45:

When he (the devil) speaks a lie, he speaks from his own resources, for he is a liar
and the father of it. But because I tell the truth, you do not believe Me.

The damsel pretended to be ‘an angel of light’ who revealed the truth about the
works of the apostles. She did not ‘ill-speak’ their ministry, and she gave the

impression that she supported their cause.

17 The same followed Paul and us, and cried, saying, These men are the servants of

the most high God, which shew unto us the way of salvation.”

Of course, she had a hidden agenda to destroy them and their work for the Lord.

3. When Is The Spirit of Deception At Work?

At all times! The tricks of the devil and his band of fallen angels are often subtle,
and caters to our desires and wants. These * demonic spirits’ are always ready and
willing to support your cause or to meet your every need. Their lies are persuasive,
very subtle, and difficult to discern, especially when we are at our weakest -

physically, mentally and spiritually.

The demonic spirits of deception is at work in all areas of our lives including
relationships, family, business, work and leisure. The common goal or assignment of

these demonic spirits is to lead us away from Christ towards a life of sin.
The Bible warns us repeatedly of this, and gives countless examples about the

cunning and deceitful ways of the devil and his demonic spirits. The consequences

that follow for the child of God can be severe.

4. Two Examples of Deception

(a) Eve
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Eve was deceived by the serpent, the devil, in the Garden of Eden, and such
deception was the genesis of sin which continues up to plague every human being

on this planet.

Genesis 3:13:
And the LORD God said to the woman, "What is this you have done?" The woman said,

"The serpent deceived me, and I ate.”

We are therefore warned:

2 Corinthians 11:3-4:
But I fear, lest somehow, as the serpent deceived Eve by his craftiness, so your minds

may be corrupted.

(b) Ananias and Sapphira

The spirit of deception was literally ‘cut down’ by the untimely deaths of both
Ananias and his wife Sapphira. They both agreed to sell their property and to give
the proceeds of the sale to the church. However, they falsely pretended that the gift
was the total sum of money received from the sale, when in fact they had withheld a
portion of the money for themselves. The Holy Spirit revealed the lie to Peter, who

acted swiftly as seen in Acts 5:3-11:

“ 3 But Peter said, “Ananias, why has Satan filled your heart to lie to the Holy
Spirit and keep back part of the price of the land for yourself? 4 While it
remained, was it not your own? And after it was sold, was it not in your own
control? Why have you conceived this thing in your heart? You have not lied to
men but to God.”

5 Then Ananias, hearing these words, fell down and breathed his last. So great
fear came upon all those who heard these things. 6 And the young men arose and

wrapped him up, carried him out, and buried him.

7 Now it was about three hours later when his wife came in, not knowing what
had happened. 8 And Peter answered her, “Tell me whether you sold the land for

so much?”

Courtesy The Math Ministry E-mail: maths123tt@gmail.com Website: www.maths123.org



https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/bible.show/sVerseID/69/eVerseID/69
https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/bible.show/sVerseID/28993/eVerseID/28994
mailto:maths123tt@gmail.com
http://www.maths123.org

%nsights!

She said, “Yes, for so much.”

9 Then Peter said to her, “How is it that you have agreed together to test the
Spirit of the Lord? Look, the feet of those who have buried your husband are at
the door, and they will carry you out.” 10 Then immediately she fell down at his
feet and breathed her last. And the young men came in and found her dead, and

carrying her out, buried her by her husband.”

Once again, like the damsel possessed with the spirit of divination, the acts of
Ananias and Sapphira, taken at face value, appeared to be something good. However,
the truth revealed that she had a hidden agenda which was fueled by a lying spirit.
The devil’s deception of Ananias and Sapphiras proved to be deadly for both of
them. Let us not be too quick to judge these two God-fearing persons. This only
shows the extent to which the kingdom of darkness would go, if given the chance,

to thwart the divine plans of the godly.

Remember, even though the devil and his band of demons pose as ‘angels of light” to
seemingly promote our cause and to meet our needs, their true nature and
objectives remain the same: to steal, to kill and to destroy. It is only through Jesus

Christ that our lives are preserved. John 10:10 (KJV) reminds us of this fact.

“10 The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I am come

that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly.”

In the spiritual battle, once we have Jesus Christ on our side, there will be victory

and there will life. Be blessed.

Key Principles/Prayer Points:

1. Beware of the spirit of deception. In this spiritual battle, things are not always
how they appear;
2. The spirit of deception agrees with and always work in support of your cause ;

3. The devil is the father of lies and the master of deception;
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4. The hidden agenda of the spirit of deception at work in anyone is to destroy us:
to lead us away from Christ and draw us back to a life of sin;
5. Do be too quick to judge others who may have been deceived by the devil.

Instead, intercede on their behalf.
Prayer for Spiritual Wisdom

Heavenly Father,

“The God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, give me the spirit of wisdom and
revelation in the knowledge of You, that the eyes of  my understanding may be
enlightened; that I may know what is the hope of Your calling, what are the riches of
the glory of Your inheritance in the saints, and what is the exceeding greatness of Your
power toward us who believe, according to the working of Your mighty power which
You worked in Christ when You raised Him from the dead and seated Him at His right
hand in the heavenly places, far above all principality and power and might and
dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this age but also in that which is
to come. And You put all things under His feet, and gave Him to be head over all things
to the church, which is His body, the fullness of Him who fills all in all.

O Lord, during my spiritual battle open my spiritual eyes so that I can see and
understand the lies of the wicked one. Let me not be swayed by what appears to be
favourable to me and my cause. Let discretion preserve me during this time. Let me not
be influenced by the lies of the devil which seek to draw me away from Chist and back
to a life of sin. Help me to remain grounded in my faith in Jesus. Take away any
judgmental attitude that I may have towards those who may have been deceive. Teach
me how to intercede on their behalf. I thank You, O Lord, for the victory. In Jesus’ name

I pray with thanksgiving. Amen.”

Memory Verse: “14 And no marvel; for Satan himself is transformed into an
angel of light. 15 Therefore it is no great thing if his ministers also be transformed
as the ministers of righteousness; whose end shall be according to their works.” - 2

Corinthians 11:14-15
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